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his uncle. He was, indeed, a rather feeble creature,
unskilled in either war or government, ignorant of
affairs, and incapable of ruling men. He went far
to fulfil a prophecy uttered by the notable French-
man, Mirabeau, after a visit to the Court of Frederick
the Great:
If ever a foolish prince ascends this throne we shall
see the formidable giant suddenly collapse and Prussia
will fall like Sweden.
The weakness of Frederick the Great's system of
government, as of most dictatorships, was that it
wholly depended upon the continued existence and
efficiency of one mortal man. More dian most
dictators, indeed, Frederick had taken the control
of every department of state into his own hands,
and kept it there. He had reduced the officers of the
army, the members of his privy council, the civil
servants of his extensive bureaucracy, to mere auto-
mata obedient to his own imperious will. Individual
initiative, independence of any sort, was abhorrent
to him. So jealous was he of any rival authority that
he had even kept his heir-presumptive in ignorance
and idleness. Hence, when he died, the whole vast
machinery of government tended to slow down and
stand still for kck of motive power.
Frederick William n, son of a colourless younger
brother of 'Old Fritz/ Augustus William by name,
was in many ways more attractive than his eminent
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